
NOTICE REGARDING CIVIL RIGHTS OF PERSONS CONVICTED

OF A FEDERAL FELONY

UNITED STATES:

The following Federal Civil Rights are lost as the result of a Federal Felony Conviction:

(1) Full citizenship is lost upon conviction of desertion in time of war from the
military or naval service or conviction on a charge of treason or attempting to
overthrow or bear arms against the United States.

(2) The privilege of holding federal office is directly prohibited by conviction of
treason, destruction of public records, bribery of Government officials and other
similar offenses.  However, it is not directly prohibited by reason of conviction of
other kinds of crime.

(3) The right to serve on a Federal Court jury.
Restoration: Obtain a Pardon.

(4) The right to obtain retirement annuity benefits (Public Law 769 of the 83rd
Congress).  Also, certain privileges and rights as a veteran (this may result from a
court-martial conviction or Federal Civil Court action...but in some cases there
may be no prosecution).
Restoration: Obtain a Pardon.

(5) Labor officials convicted of certain felonies in State or Federal Court cannot hold
union office within five (5) years from date of conviction (Public Law 86-257.73, 
Statute 519).
Restoration: Obtain a Pardon.

(6) The right to distribute, ship, transport, receive,  or possess any type of firearm, 
ammunition, or explosive materials pursuant to 18 USC 922(d)&(g) and 18 USC
842(I).
Restoration: Apply to Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms of the U. S.
Treasury Department; Presidential Pardon.  NOTE:  Effective 10/07/92, due to
budgetary constraints, BATF is not accepting applications for relief of disability.



NORTH CAROLINA:

The following North Carolina State Civil Rights are lost as a result of a Federal Felony
Conviction:

(1) Right to vote (Article VI, Section 2(3) State Constitution).
Restoration: File with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county wherein one
resides proof of unconditional discharge from probation or parole, or State pardon
or Federal Pardon.

(2) The right to hold public office (Article IV, Section 8 of the State Constitution).
Restoration: File with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county wherein one
resides proof of unconditional discharge from probation or parole, or State pardon
or Federal Pardon.

(3) The right to obtain and hold certain state or local licenses.  Licensing agencies
may refuse to grant or may revoke a license on the basis of a felony conviction.
Restoration: File with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county wherein one
resides proof of unconditional discharge from probation or parole, or State pardon
or Federal Pardon.  Even so, licensing is discretionary.

(4) The right to work in an establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold. [NCGS
18B-1003(c)].
Restoration:  The ABC Board can, in their discretion, permit working in an
establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold.  In the event it is not permitted,
restoration is accomplished upon satisfactorily completing a term of
probation/parole and filing with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county
wherein one resides proof of unconditional discharge from probation or parole, or
State pardon or Presidential pardon.

(5) The right to own or possess a handgun (NCGS 14-415.1).
(Federal law states a convicted felon cannot receive, transport, own or possess
any type of firearm, ammunition, or explosive materials).
Restoration:  Apply to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms of the U. S.
Treasury Department or obtain Presidential pardon.  NOTE:  Effective 10/07/92,
due to budgetary constraints, BATF is not accepting applications for relief of
disability.

(6) The right to serve as juror (NCGS 9-3).
Restoration: File with the Clerk of Superior Court of the county wherein one
resides proof of unconditional discharge from probation or parole, or State pardon
or Federal pardon.



General Procedure for the Restoration of North Carolina Civil Rights which have been
lost:

Chapter 13 of the General Statutes of North Carolina has been amended to include persons
convicted of crimes against the United States who have been unconditionally discharged by the
federal agency having jurisdiction of such person or who has been pardoned.

The person who has been unconditionally discharged or pardoned must go before the Clerk of
Court of the County in which he resides and must show that he/she has been unconditionally
discharged or pardoned.  Proof of discharge or pardon can be shown by presenting to the Clerk
"any paper writing" from the agency or the agency of the U. S. Government which had
jurisdiction over such person, such papers showing that there has been an unconditional
discharge or pardon.  There is no requirement that the paper writing must be verified.  The Clerk
then issues the Certificate restoring the Rights of Citizenship.  The Clerk shall file the Certificate
as though it were a civil action bearing such person's name and shall treat the Certificate as a
civil action in the Superior Court.  The Clerk should also access a miscellaneous document
recording fee, currently $4 for the first page and $.25 for each additional page.

*******************************

Upon the proper completion of a term of probation or parole, request the U. S. Probation Office
to issue a letter of discharge/termination.  With that letter, one can make application for
restoration of rights affected by filing the discharge letter with the Clerk of Superior Court.

When you complete the period of supervision, the Probation Office will fully advise you
regarding the restoration of rights lost.


